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Why Teach Cursive? 

1. Cursive improves neural connections in the brain. It stimulates the 

brain in a more significant way than merely tapping on a keyboard.  

Cursive improves the dynamic interplay of the left and right 

hemispheres of the brain.  It helps build pathways in the brain while improving mental 

effectiveness. Virginia Berninger, a researcher and professor of educational psychology at 

the University of Washington, says that pictures of brain activity have illustrated that 

sequential finger movements used in handwriting activated massive regions of the brain 

involved in thinking, language and working memory.  She says that handwriting differs 

from typing because it requires executing sequential strokes to form a letter, whereas 

keyboarding only involves touching a key.   

2. Learning cursive helps the student develop fine motor skills, eye-hand coordination, and 

self-discipline. The act of writing legible cursive is a model for learning self-discipline that 

relates to so many other areas of life.   

3. Cursive improves the continuity and fluidity of thought in written communication. 

Connecting letters increases the speed of writing. Increased speed improves attention span 

and the ability to excel academically.  A fluid style of writing encourages more writing.   

4. It is easier to learn cursive than printing, especially children with learning challenges.  With 

printing, many letters look alike and are easily reversed.  

5. Cursive teaches organizational discipline.  The physical and mental action of deciding how 

to place each word on the page trains the mind to think ahead in an organized manner. 

6. Cursive is an efficient way to communicate or take notes.  Not every individual has easy 

access to computers or iPads.®  Pens and pencils are still the most affordable, dependable 

and practical way for people of all demographics to communicate.  Writing class notes by 

hand improves retention.  

7. Cursive aids reading and spelling.  Cursive requires children to write from left to right so 

that the letters will join in proper sequence.  In printing some children write the letters 

backwards, and often the spacing is so erratic that you can’t tell where one word ends and 

another begins.  It aids spelling since the connectivity of cursive helps the young child see 

words as a whole instead of separate letters as in printing.  The hand acquires knowledge of 

spelling patterns through hand movements that are used repeatedly in spelling. This is the 

same phenomenon that occurs when pianists or typists learn patterns of hand movements 

through continued repetition.  

8. Learning cursive at an early age increases self-confidence.  
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